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QUICK SUMMARY OF UCC STATISTICS 

MEMBERSHIP AND PARTICIPATION 

CONGREGATIONS: 4,882*

MEMBERS: 824,866

AVERAGE MEMBERSHIP: 171

AVERAGE WORSHIP ATTENDANCE: 67

AVERAGE CONFIRMATIONS: 6

AVERAGE CONFESSIONS: 5

AVERAGE TRANSFERS IN: 5

AVERAGE REAFFIRMATIONS: 6

AVERAGE DEATHS: 5

AVERAGE TRANSFERS OUT: 3

AVERAGE CHILD BAPTISMS: 4

AVERAGE ADULT BAPTISMS: 2

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM: 40.3%

YOUTH PROGRAM: 22.0%

OPEN AND AFFIRMING: 31.0%

ACCESSIBLE: 85.2%

WEB URL/WEB PRESENCE: 67.2%

RACE/ETHNICITY BY CONGREGATION

WHITE/EURO-AMERICAN: 84.4%

AFRICAN-AMERICAN: 4.9%

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER: 3.9%

HISPANIC/LATINO: 0.4%

NATIVE AMERICAN: 0.5%

BI-RACIAL/MULTI-RACIAL AND OTHER: 5.8%

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCES** 

AVERAGE BASIC SUPPORT: $5,530 – 73.4%

AVERAGE OTHER UCC GIVING: $4,444 – 32.7%***

AVERAGE TOTAL OCWM: $8,089 – 81.0%

AVERAGE ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: $606 – 63.0%

AVERAGE NEIGHBORS IN NEED: $429 – 53.6%

AVERAGE CHRISTMAS FUND: $577 – 50.8%

AVERAGE STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH: $307 – 43.5%

5 FOR 5 CHURCHES: 32.6%

AVERAGE OTHER GIFTS: $12,267

AVERAGE OPERATING EXPENSES: $180,903

AVERAGE TOTAL INCOME: $228,034

 
* The number of congregations increases to 4,952 if Schedule 1 and 2 congregations are included.
** Calculations on Stewardship and Finances include Schedule 1 and 2 churches. Averages are calculated among giving congregations only and exclude congregations that did not 
give in that particular category in 2018.
*** Other UCC Giving is a 2017 data collection name and process change formerly known as Special Support. Prior to 2017 this data was primarily reported by conferences on behalf 
of their churches with the churches reporting only UCC Special Support (money that was given directly to UCC agencies and organization). In 2017 this was shifted and churches 
reported the bulk of this giving with the conferences reporting only the four Special Mission Offerings.
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The United Church of Christ is a dynamic, evolving movement of people and institutions across location and time. The contents 
of this booklet attempt to provide a deeper understanding of this movement, though what is articulated in these pages provides 
only a narrow view of a much broader landscape. 

-

leaders in applying this data to their particular contexts for the purpose of visioning future possibilities. In addition, there are 
nine Special Reports this year highlighting various areas of ministry within the United Church of Christ.
 

THE CENTER FOR ANALYTICS, RESEARCH AND DATA (CARD)
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

INTRODUCTION
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CONGREGATIONS AND MEMBERS

At the end of 2018, there were 4,882 congregations in the United Church of Christ with a total of 824,866 members. Overall, the 
membership of the UCC represented about half of one percent (0.55%) of total U.S. religious adherents* and was concentrated in the Great 
Lakes, Middle Atlantic, and New England regions of the country. 

*2010 U.S. Religion Census http://www.usreligioncensus.org/

UCC CONGREGATIONS AND MEMBERS BY REGION

REGION CHURCHES %OF UCC MEMBERS %OF UCC
Western 634 13.0 76,221 9.2

REGION CHURCHES %OF UCC MEMBERS %OF UCC
West Central 683 14.0 109,447 13.3

REGION CHURCHES %OF UCC MEMBERS %OF UCC

Great Lakes 1,155 23.7 253,263 30.7

REGION CHURCHES %OF UCC MEMBERS %OF UCC

New England 1,009 20.7 161,017 19.5

REGION CHURCHES %OF UCC MEMBERS %OF UCC
Middle Atlantic 986 20.2 163,403 19.8

REGION CHURCHES %OF UCC MEMBERS %OF UCC
Southern 394 8.1 60,637 7.4

REGION CHURCHES %OF UCC MEMBERS %OF UCC
Non-Geographic 21 0.4 878 0.1

Part of Virginia is included in Southern conferences and part of West Virginia is included in the Middle Atlantic conferences.  
States highlighted for illustration purposes only; regional numbers are calculated by conference.
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REFLECTIONS

Are there ways to measure these people’s participation in ways 

your community who are directly or indirectly connected to or 
impacted by your church?

TOP FIVE STATES: UCC MEMBERSHIP

TOP FIVE STATES: UCC CONGREGATIONS

STATE PERCENTAGE (NUMBER)

Pennsylvania 10.6 (112,029)

Illinois 10.3 (87,969)

Ohio 9.8 (83,285)

Connecticut 7.1 (60,371)

Massachusetts 7.1 (60,298)

STATE PERCENTAGE (NUMBER)

Pennsylvania 11.8 (576)

Massachusetts 7.1 (346)

Ohio 6.8 (339)

Illinois 5.2 (255)

New York 5.0 (243)

A detailed list of congregations and membership statistics by Conference can be 
found in the 2019 UCC Yearbook & Directory, p. 6.

In examining the distribution of congregations by state, 11.8% of all 
UCC congregations were located in Pennsylvania, which reported 

with the most congregations contained over one-third (35.9%) of all 
UCC congregations.

Membership was concentrated largely in the Middle Atlantic, 

Notably, the states with the highest in number of churches are not 
necessarily the churches with the highest number of members. 
For example, Connecticut only has 4.6% of UCC churches (227), 
but has 6.8% of UCC members (56,488), while New York has 5.0% 
of UCC churches but only 3.6% (29,708) of UCC members. This 
indicates that churches in Connecticut, on average, have a higher 
membership than churches in New York.
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GROWTH AND DECLINE

Similar to other Protestant denominations, the UCC has experi-
enced a decline in the numbers of congregations and members 
in recent decades. From 2008 to 2018 alone, the UCC encoun-
tered a net loss of 438 congregations and 286,825 members. 
Some of this decline, however, began prior to the formation 
of the denomination in 1957 as the number of congregations 
steadily decreased despite membership increases in the UCC’s 
early years.

In 2018, 85 congregations were removed from denomination-

slowed in recent years. From 2005 through 2007, the UCC expe-
rienced a loss of nearly three congregations per week on aver-
age (mostly as a result of General Synod’s resolution regarding 
same-sex marriage). In the past year, however, the loss rate has 
been about 1.6 congregations removed from denominational re-
cords per week on average.

Over the past year, 10 congregations have been added to de-
nominational records (this includes churches that received 

total, 80 congregations received standing and were added to 

congregation being added about every three weeks.

UCC CONGREGATION AND MEMBERSHIP  

CHANGES BY DECADE (1958–2018)*

largely to the decisions of 1,000 Congregational Christian Churches not to 
unite with the United Church of Christ. During this same period, however, UCC 

this table. A detailed statistical summary by year can be found in the 2019 UCC 
Yearbook & Directory, pp. 10-11.

0 0

1K 0.3M

2K 0.5M

3K 0.8M

4K 1.1M

5K 1.3M

6K 1.6M

7K 1.9M

8K 2.1M

1958 1968* 1978 1988 1998 2008 2018

CONGREGATIONS

MEMBERSHIP

2,208,845
8,248

6,866

6,491 6,362
6,017

5,320

4,882

2,032,648

1,769,104

1,644,786

1,421,088

1,111,691

824,866
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MEMBERSHIP GROWTH AND  
DECLINE

In general, the number of members removed each year exceeds the 
number of members added for that same time period. Members are 
removed from denominational records for a number of reasons in-
cluding death, transfer of membership to another denomination, or 
updating of local church membership records.

The difference between UCC members added and removed was 
smaller in 2018 than in previous years. In 2017, there was a net re-
moval of 16,660 members, but was slightly fewer in 2018, at 16,302 
members. Looking further back, in 2015, there was a net loss of 
19,625 members and in 2010, 18,435 members. (Note that net loss 

-
-

ated; but both have decreased steadily as total membership has 
decreased.

REFLECTIONS

congregations have appeared in your area in the past ten years? 
-

pare to those of the newly-established churches?

MEMBERSHIP ADDITIONS AND REMOVALS OVER 

TIME (1965–2018)*

130,000

140,000

120,000

110,000

100,000

90,000

80,000

70,000

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

20,000

1965

1970

1975

1980

1985

1990

1995

2000

2005

2010

2015

2018

particular year; they do not include additions for congregations that joined 

from the denomination. 

ADDED REMOVED

127,903

95,023
89,443

82,637
76,765

71,569

59,562

52,714

40,720

28,395

126,849

106,453

94,921

87,093
89,267

78,591

65,516
62,235

46,830

42,349
34,960

128,988

22,724
18,658
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CONGREGATIONS BY  
RACE/ETHNICITY

-

Euro-American congregations decreased from 90.2% in 2008 to 

Islander congregations increased from 3.2% in 2008 to 3.9% in 2018. 
One cause of this shift over time may be due to the fact that the 

thus decreasing the overall proportion of these congregations, 

diverse.

*Note – Bi-Racial/Multi-Racial was introduced as a category in the Data Hub in 2010; 2008 

UCC CONGREGATIONS BY RACIAL/ETHNIC  

SELF-IDENTIFICATION (PERCENTAGE)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

2008 2018

WHITE/EURO-AMERICAN

BLACK/AFRICAN AMERICAN

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER HISPANIC/LATINO

NATIVE AMERICAN BI-RACIAL/MULTI-RACIAL/OTHER

9
0

.2

4
.3

4
.9

3
.2 3
.9

0
.4

0
.4

0
.4

0
.51.
5 5

.8

8
4

.4



 | 9 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST STATISTICAL PROFILE | 2019

CONGREGATIONS BY  
DATE OF ORGANIZATION

of its congregations were founded by predecessor denomina-
tions. Over two thirds of churches (68.8%) were organized be-
fore 1900. 17.2% of congregations were organized since 1950; of 
those, 1.3% of congregations have been organized since 2010. 

UCC CONGREGATIONS BY DATE OF ORGANIZATION 
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CONGREGATION  
MEMBERSHIP BY SIZE

-
gregations with fewer than 400 members with almost 
half (45.7%) attending congregations with 100 mem-

UCC of membership being increasingly concentrated 
in smaller churches; in 2008, 87.8% of UCC members 
belonged to churches with fewer than 400 members 
and 37.9% belonging to churches with fewer than 100 
members. The biggest changes in the past 10 years 
have been in churches with 1-50 members, which have 
increased from 16.5% to 22.4% of members since 2008, 
and churches with 201-400 members, which have de-
creased from 22.8% to 18.0% of members since 2008.

PERCENTAGE OF UCC MEMBERS  

BY CONGREGATION SIZE

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

CONGREGATION SIZE

1–50 51–100 101–200 201–400

401–600 601–1,000 1,001 AND OVER

2008 16.5 21.4 27.1 22.8 7.1

3.7

1.4

2018 22.4 23.3 27.4 18.0 5.0

2.4

0.9
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

-
bership size, even more congregations are categorized as smaller 
churches. In 2018, eight in ten churches in the UCC (84.2%) had a 
weekly worship attendance of 1–100, an 8.7% increase from 2010 
and a 22.8% increase from 2000. Over time, the percentage of con-
gregations with greater worship attendance numbers has decreased 
steadily, with the most dramatic decreases occurring in congrega-
tions of 101–400 worship attenders since 1995. As a result, over 
half (52.6%) of all UCC congregations now have a weekly worship 
attendance of 1-50 individuals.

REFLECTIONS

trends in worship have you noticed in your congregation and 
community?

PERCENTAGE OF UCC CONGREGATIONS BY  

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE

3.6
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WORSHIP ATTENDANCE AND 
MEMBERSHIP 

The relationship between worship attendance and membership 
continues to shift incrementally over time. From 1995 to 2018, 
fewer people generally attended worship as an overall proportion 
of the numbers of church member, with two exceptions—the 
largest churches, which have effectively remained stable, and 
the smallest churches, which have seen an increase. In churches 
with 1,001+ members, 33.4% of the number of people attended 
worship compared to the total membership in 1995; while this 

attending worship compared to the overall membership of a 
1-50 member church in 1995; this percentage rose to 85.4% in 
2018. In 2017, an average of 87.4% of members attended weekly 
worship for the same size congregation. The overall patterns 
suggest that a greater share of members may attend worship 
in smaller congregations than larger congregations, though this 
cannot be known for certain, as those who attend worship may 
not all be members.

AVERAGE PERCENTAGE OF WORSHIP  

ATTENDANCE TO MEMBERSHIP BY SIZE

CONGREGATION SIZE
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REFLECTIONS
Are the people who worship at your church the same as or 
different from the people who are members? Are there 
particular days or worship events that members are more 
likely to attend? Are non-members who attend worship looking 

attending for other reasons?
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/ 
FAITH FORMATION

Since the 1950s, enrollment and attendance numbers for Christian 

School or Sunday School enrollment in previous years) has been 

enrollment rates, when computed as a percentage of total 

1960s but has been a fairly stable percentage for the last decade. 
Currently, percentages indicate that roughly two out of every ten 
people in the UCC (19.7%) participated in these types of programs, 
at least in the traditional sense. 

PERCENTAGE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/FAITH 

FORMATION PARTICIPANTS TO TOTAL  

MEMBERSHIP (1955–2018)
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PERCENTAGE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/FAITH 

FORMATION ATTENDANCE OUT OF TOTAL  

ENROLLMENTbasis. The gap between enrollment and attendance has increased 
incrementally over time, meaning that smaller percentages of 

are attending these programs on a weekly basis. These patterns 
matched average weekly worship attendance patterns, which have 
also decreased over time.

In general, adult Faith Formation programs were attended more 

number of factors including competing interests for young people’s 
attention on Sunday mornings, the overall decline in numbers of 
younger people in congregational life, and increases in the diversity 
of family situations around divorce and co-parenting.
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CONGREGATIONAL  
DESIGNATIONS

In the past decade, there was a 94.0% increase in the number of 

Christ, from 780 churches (14.7% of all UCC churches in 2007) to 1,513 
churches (31.0% of all UCC congregations in 2018). ONA designations 
were most common in congregations organized in disparate periods 
– between 1616-1799 (40.9%), 1950-1969 (49.9%), and between 
2010-2018 (56.3%). This suggests that ONA designation is likely 
more strongly correlated with factors other than congregational 
age; however, given that over half of the congregations organized 
since 2010 are ONA, this does suggest that the ONA designation is 
particularly important to new and currently forming congregations. 

Accessibility was more closely linked to congregational organization 

types and degrees of accessibility among these congregations were 
not known, it is interesting to note that congregations organized 

by organization age cohort while each age cohort of congregations 
organized 1970 or later had an increasingly smaller proportion of 

PERCENTAGE OF OPEN AND AFFIRMING (ONA) 

AND ACCESSIBLE CONGREGATIONS BY YEAR OF 

ORGANIZATION

YEARS ONA ACCESSIBLE UCC OVERALL

1616–1799 40.9 91.3 13.7

1800–1899 24.8 86.2 55.1

1900–1949 29.4 81.8 13.9

1950–1969 49.9 90.4 7.0

1970–1989 35.5 74.2 3.9

1990–2009 37.0 73.7 5.0

2010–2018 56.3 64.1 1.3
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CONGREGATIONAL  
OUTREACH

Congregational reports indicated that an average of 
1,126 community members were impacted by each local 
church’s outreach activities and initiatives in 2018. The 
total sum of community members engaged in 2018 was 
2,116,799 with 38.3% of congregations reporting (includ-

reporting from 2017, when 34.9% of all congregations re-

with and reporting of this category from local churches.

AVERAGE COMMUNITY MEMBERS ENGAGED BY 

CONGREGATIONAL MEMBERSHIP SIZE  

(INCLUDING NEW/PROPOSED CONGREGATIONS)
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MISSION/IMMERSION/ 
SERVICE TRIPS

Since 2014, congregations have been asked to report 
whether members of their congregation participated in 

-
posed congregations) reported that members had par-
ticipated in these types of trips. This was an increase 
from 2014 when 416 (8.1%) congregations reported trip 
participation. Notably, over half (54.8%) of congrega-
tions with 601-1,000 members reported participating in 

PERCENTAGE OF CONGREGATIONS PARITICIPATING 

IN MISSION TRIPS BY MEMBERSHIP SIZE

(INCLUDING NEW/PROPOSED CONGREGATIONS)

(PERCENTAGE OF CONGREGATIONS WITHIN EACH 

MEMBERSHIP SIZE CATEGORY)
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SUMMARY OF UCC ORDAINED 
MINISTERS

At the end of 2018, there were 9,862 reported Ordained Ministers 
in Full Standing, including Retired Ministers and Pastor Emeriti. Of 
those 9,862 Ordained Ministers, nearly one-half (46.9% or 4,628) 
were employed, with 69.7% (3,228) of those employed actively 
serving in a local church (either a UCC church or non-UCC church). 
Four out of ten (41.8% or 4,120) were Retired Ministers or Pastor 

hold a position at the time of Yearbook production or whose po-
sition had not been reported at that time) or were on a leave of 
absence. Currently, there are nearly as many Retired Ministers and 
Ministers Emeriti (4,120) as there are Currently Employed Ministers 
(4,628).

Over the last 33 years (1985 to 2018), Ordained Ministers only had 
a numerical net decrease of 223 (2.2%). The number of employed 
Ordained Ministers, however, decreased by over one third (-35.1%), 
while Retired Ministers and Pastor Emeriti saw an increase of 83.9% 
over this same 33-year period.

SUMMARY OF UCC ORDAINED MINISTERS

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED RETIRED/PASTOR EMERITI
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AUTHORIZED MINISTERS

(non-retired) Authorized Ministers in the United Church of Christ 

and Standing Commissioned). Ordained Ministers were the largest 
percentage of active ministers reported (83.7%); and Licensed 
Ministers comprised the second largest group of Authorized 
Ministers (8.7%). In addition, three ministers hold standing in the 
Congregational Christian Church.

ACTIVE, NON-RETIRED AUTHORIZED  

UCC MINISTERS

ORDAINED LICENSED DUAL STANDING

COMMISSIONEDORDAINED MINISTERIAL PARTNER

5,742

594

280

128
114
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TRENDS IN ORDAINED MINISTRY OVER TIME

Since 1990, the number of Ordained Ministers has remained relatively stable, though there are slight incremental decreases in more recent 
years. At the same time, the number of Retired Ministers and Pastor Emeriti has increased steadily. Notably, since 1990 the decline in 
ordained ministers (-3.6%) has been much smaller than the declines in congregations (-22.9%) or membership (-48.6%) during the same time 
frame.

TRENDS IN ORDAINED MINISTRY (1990–2018)
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* Ministers who don’t have a particular position listed on their record; includes Leave of Absence ministers, though the number of these ministers is minimal within the overall total
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AUTHORIZED MINISTERS 
BY AGE

-
tired) Authorized Ministers were considered, over one half were age 

older. In comparing trends among pastors and co-pastors, younger 
clergy are increasingly represented among local church pastors and 
co-pastors, with 7.7% under 50 in 2008 increasing to about 1 in 5 
(20.4%) by 2018. Given that nearly 4 in 5 (79.5%) of local church pas-
tors or co-pastors are 50 and older, which is slightly higher than the 
overall proportion of Authorized Ministers in the same age group, 
this suggests that older clergy are slightly more likely to be pastors 
or co-pastors than to be in other clergy roles.

ACTIVE, NON-RETIRED AUTHORIZED 

MINISTERS BY AGE (PERCENTAGE)

REFLECTIONS

pastors who have served your congregation? As second- and third-
career individuals as well as retirees increasingly enter seminary 
and become ordained, how do you anticipate this might impact the 
UCC and other similar traditions in the future?* Includes Senior Pastors; does not include Interim, Designated-Term, or 

Supply Pastors.
2008 data does not include Licensed or Commissioned Ministers.
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AUTHORIZED MINISTERS BY RACE/ETHNICITY

ten (29.2%) ministers identifying as non-white. Commissioned Ministers and Ministers with Ordained Ministerial Partner Standing were the 

listed within denominational records. 

UCC AUTHORIZED MINISTERS BY RACIAL/ETHNIC SELF-IDENTIFICATION (PERCENTAGE)

RACE/ETHNICITY ORDAINED LICENSED COMMISSIONED DUAL STANDING
ORDAINED MINISTERIAL  

PARTNER STANDING
OVERALL

White/Euro-American 87.4 81.1 90.7 70.7 94.2 86.6

African-American 8.5 10.1 9.3 10.7 4.8 8.7

Asian/Pacific Islander 2.2 4.0 0.0 14.1 0.0 2.7

Hispanic/Latino 1.1 2.5 0.0 2.9 1.0 1.3

Native American 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.1

Bi-Racial/Multi-Racial 0.5 1.8 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.6

Other 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.1

* Totals do not equal 100 due to rounding.
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ORDAINED MINISTERS IN LOCAL CHURCHES BY RACE/ETHNICITY

compared to clergy overall, with 25.7% of clergy self-identifying as non-white compared to 13.5% of all active, non-retired Authorized 
Ministers.

PERCENT OF LOCAL CHURCH PASTOR POSITIONS OF UCC ORDAINED MINISTERS BY RACE/ETHNICITY

RACE/ETHNICITY
SOLO/SENIOR  

PASTOR*
CO-PASTOR ASSOCIATE/ASSISTANT PASTOR INTERIM/DESIGNATED-TERM/SUPPLY PASTOR

White/Euro-American 86.8 86.1 74.4 93.8

African-American 7.6 9.9 20.6 3.6

Asian/Pacific Islander 3.8 1.0 2.3 1.8

Hispanic/Latino 0.9 3.0 2.3 0.5

Native American 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0

Bi-Racial/Multi-Racial/Other 0.8 0.0 0.5 0.3

* Totals do not equal 100 due to rounding.
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AUTHORIZED MINISTERS BY GENDER

2003 UCC 
Statistical Handbook

of Authorized Ministers.

GENDER OF ACTIVE, NON-RETIRED UCC AUTHORIZED MINISTERS (PERCENTAGE)

AUTHORIZATION FEMALE MALE TRANSGENDER/GENDER-VARIANT

Ordained 51.7 48.1 0.2

Licensed 43.7 56.3 0.0

Commissioned 79.1 20.0 0.9

Dual Standing 32.3 67.7 0.0

Ordained Ministerial Partner Standing 52.4 47.6 0.0

* Totals do not equal 100 due to rounding.
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REFLECTIONS

supportive environment for all clergy? 

ORDAINED MINISTERS IN LOCAL CHURCHES BY GENDER

The percentage of active, non-retired female Ordained Ministers serving in local church pastoral positions has nearly doubled over the 

LOCAL CHURCH PASTOR POSTIONS OF UCC ORDAINED MINISTERS BY GENDER— 

(FEMALE AND MALE ONLY)
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ORDINATIONS AND 
MEMBERS IN DISCERNMENT

The number of ordinations per year decreased over the past decade 
from 191 in 2008 to 142 in 2018. Throughout this time period, the 
2012-2016 annual average of ordinations was 158 compared to 

trends over the past several decades, however, ordination numbers 

signal a trend has yet to be seen.

-

is to be expected, with the Massachusetts, Illinois, Connecticut, 

their overall membership proportion in the UCC—in particular, the 

percentage than that of current female Authorized Ministers, which 
currently comprise 51.7% of all Authorized, non-retired clergy). 

than current Authorized Ministers with 48.3% identifying as non-
white (compared with 13.5% of all Authorized Ministers identifying 

* Number of ordinations for 2018 and recent previous years is expected to increase in 
2019 as additional records are updated by Conferences.

MIDS BY REGION, WITH MEMBERSHIP COMPARISON

UCC ORDINATIONS (2009–2018)

REGION MIDs % MIDs % MEMBERS

Great Lakes 177 25.73 23.7

Middle Atlantic 114 16.57 20.2

New England 141 20.49 20.7

Southern 73 10.61 8.1

Western 122 17.73 13.0

West Central 60 8.72 14.0

Non-Geographic 1 0.15 0.4
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LOCAL CHURCH FINANCIAL TRENDS

Operating expenses for an average local congregation in 2018 was $180,871, a $4,325 (+2.4 %) average increase from 2017. Average total 
-

come for local congregations increased from average amounts reported over the past decade—from $158,736 in expenses (a 13.9% increase) 
and $202,336 in income (a 12.9% increase) in 2008.

of total local church expenditures in 2018. 

Overall, expenditures for congregations of the United Church of Christ increased from $950,538,969 to $967,554,113 in a period of four years 

expenditures. For instance, the current 4-year increase is notably lower than in the 4-year period measured in the previous Statistical Pro-

TOTAL LOCAL CHURCH EXPENDITURES (2014–2018)

EXPENDITURE 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Current Local Expenses $822,342,667 $824,425,695 $819,948,400 $850,592,022 $856,790,219

Total Mission Support $63,466,950 $62,556,317 $60,992,331 $58,151,694 $54,910,992

Capital Expenses $64,729,352 $41,686,411 $39,072,196 $55,196,673 $55,852,902

TOTAL $950,538,969 $928,668,423 $920,012,927 $963,940,389 $967,554,113
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STEWARDSHIP AND MISSION SUPPORT

LOCAL CHURCH SPECIAL MISSION OFFERINGSTotals for wider church stewardship and giving by local con-
gregations of the United Church of Christ decreased over the 
past several years. Over the past decade, the number of 
churches that have not given to any Special Mission Offer-
ing has increased. In terms dollars given, some Special Mis-
sion Offerings have seen increases, while others have seen 
decreases. The Christmas Fund and Strengthen the Church 
offerings have both increased since 2008 (6.5% and 32.4%, 

Sharing and Neighbors in Need have both declined since 2008 
(-36.1% and -18.8%, respectively).

Total mission support for 2018 decreased from the previous 
year by $3,240,702 (-5.6%) and has decreased 13.5% since 
2014. Changes, however, have not been uniform across giving 

has decreased dramatically in the past 4 years (-33.5%), it is 
important to note that in 2017 the manner in which this data 

since 2014. Other Gifts—money given beyond the UCC—has 
virtually stayed at the same level since 2014, showing a net 
0.25% increase. 
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REFLECTIONS

trends that is similar to or different from your own congregation’s trends? 

PERCENTAGE OF UCC 

CHURCHES CONTRIBUTING 

TO SPECIAL OFFERINGS BY 

DONATION SIZE

TOTAL MISSION SUPPORT 

with the churches reporting only UCC Special Support (giving that was given directly to UCC agencies 

Detailed basic and special support statistics by Conference can be found in the 2019 UCC Yearbook & 
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REFLECTIONS

inform the decisions your church makes around its budget?

THE CHURCH DOLLAR

In the last two decades, the distribution of the church dollar has experienced some noticeable shifts. Current local expenses have increased 

have decreased in the past 20 years.

CHANGING DISTRIBUTION OF THE CHURCH DOLLAR

** Less than $.01
All bars do not total to $1.00 due to rounding.
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GLOBAL MINISTRY ACTION ALERT ISSUES—2018 # OF ADVOCATES BY ISSUE

Immigration – Anti-Family Separation Policy 1302

House Immigration Reform Bills 1210

Supreme Court Muslim/Refugee Ban Upheld,  
Tell Congress to Oppose

1062

Border Wall Funding 993

Refugee Resettlement Increase Numbers 721

Trafficking Victims Protection Act Reauthorization 718

Support for the International Criminal Court 705

Palestinian Children’s Rights 665

Refugee and Muslim Ban Anniversary 644

JustaPaz (Colombia Partner) Death Threats 607

No to Reauthorization of Military Force (AUMF) 598

International Violence Against Women Act 562

DREAM Act (Immigration) #2 544

Immigration and Refugee Policy (EAD Ask) 496

Israel Anti-Boycott Act 482

Korea Olympics: Hope for Peace 481

Korea Peace Process Support 365

Immigration/DACA Reform in Senate 178

SPECIAL REPORT: GLOBAL MINISTRIES PARTNER PRIORITIES:  
2018 ACTION ALERT ISSUES
Contributed by Rebekah Choate, Associate for Global Advocacy and Education, Global Ministries

Action alerts are created every week and sent through 
the UCC’s Justice and Peace Action Network. In 2018, 
there were 20 alerts relating to global issues, informed 

Advocates who took action through our system sent 

language written by UCC staff.

The issue which had the highest number of advocates was 
immigration, including alerts against building a border 
wall, separating families in immigration detention, 
and President Trump’s travel ban. These numbers 
show that while most of our global action alerts have 
a fairly consistent number of advocates who contact 
their legislators, immigration was a particular area of 

focusing on immigration issues and the 2017 General 

UCC advocates and churches interested in pushing back 
on restrictive immigration policies and wanting to be 
welcoming to our immigrant and refugee neighbors.

GLOBAL MINISTRY ACTION ALERT ISSUES - 2018

TO LEARN MORE AND JOIN THE JUSTICE AND PEACE ACTION 

NETWORK, SIGN UP HERE:  

HTTP://WWW.UCC.ORG/JOIN_THE_NETWORK
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SPECIAL REPORT: UCC HUMANITARIAN AND DEVELOPMENT 
MINISTRIES (MADE POSSIBLE BY THE ONE GREAT HOUR OF 
SHARING OFFERING, ENDOWMENT AND SPECIAL FUNDS)
Contributed by Rev. Mary Schaller Blaufuss, Team Leader, UCC Humanitarian and Development Ministries

The United Church of Christ is active in global sustainable development, 

Volunteer ministries within the United States highlight leadership 
development, capacity building, and engagement.

The UCC occupies a distinct space in these humanitarian and 
development areas by linking faith communities, global faith based 
organizations, and civil society actors. These long-term and trusted 
relationships enable the UCC to leverage and multiply values, resources, 
and networks to accompany people who are the most vulnerable 

a theology of mutual love enables funds and technical expertise to 

strategies that are replicable by others.

Although numbers cannot capture the impact of this accompaniment 
that changes lives, the scope of UCC reach can be indicated by the 
number of locations and programs in which the UCC participated. 

In 2018, the United Church of Christ was active around the world 
in global sustainable development in the areas of community health, 
migration & environment, human rights & peace-building, food & water 

GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, 2018

Community Health 38 programs in 35 countries

Migration & Environment 32 programs in 30 countries

Human Rights & Peace-Building 32 programs in 28 countries

Food & Water Sustainability 41 programs in 37 countries

Primary & Grassroots Education 51 programs in 46 countries

Economic Justice 55 programs in 45 countries
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active in humanitarian areas of long-term recovery, immediate 
response and preparedness building both within the United States 
and internationally. 

skills for a lifetime of leading at the intersections of congregations-
community change—and faith. Long-term volunteer placements 
provide opportunities for adults of all ages to build capacity of local 
organizations around the United States in disaster, social services, 

throughout the USA.

HUMANITARIAN – UCC DISASTER MINISTRIES & 
UCC REFUGEE/ASYLUM MINISTRIES, 2018

Disaster Recovery & Response, International 26 countries

Disaster Recovery & Response, USA 16 states & U.S. territories

Refugee/Asylum Emergencies, International 22 responses in 16 countries

Refugee Resettlement/Asylum  
Accompaniment, USA

17 responses in 7 states and
UCC as member of Church World 

Service network of 22 local 
refugee resettlement offices

UCC VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES, 2018

Leadership Development- Young  Adult 
Service Communities and Summer  

Communities of Service national networks
26 participants in 11 sites

Capacity Building and Innovation– 
Long Term Partners in Service Volunteers

17 participants in 8 sites

Mission Trip Opportunities for Groups 90 recommended sites
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SPECIAL REPORT: THE CARIBBEAN INITIATIVE: BY THE NUMBERS

The Global Ministries Caribbean Initiative invited the entire church 
to witness together with the Caribbean region for a period of 18 
months (July 1, 2017–January 31, 2019). Members of both the United 

celebrated having relationships through several ways. This report 

  different written, audio, video materials, songs 
and recorded webinars were published on the website, 

and advocacy, thematic presentations by partners, liturgical 
materials for special occasions and worship. Those materials are 

 
https://www.globalministries.org/caribbeaninitiative 

  interactive discussions through online webinars 
with an overall total of 336 participants. These webinars 
were recorded and kept on the website for further use and 

 Caribbean Initiative Overview 17 people
 Peace in the Eye of the storm 128 people

 Just Economic Systems 24 people
 Costly Peace for Colombia 24 people

DOLLARS PER DONOR
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  High-Level Delegation Pilgrimage: May 16th–22nd, 2017
  Testimonio:
  Asere: Regional and Conference Ministerś  Pilgrimage: October 26th–Nov. 1st, 2017.
   April 4th-10th, 2018. 
   19th-Nov.1st, 2018. 

4 Conference 
Ministers (Colombia and Cuba), 4 Regional Ministers (Colombia and Cuba), a delegation of 10
Members. Also, a group of 

 
Economic Systems-Venezuela and Peace in Colombia, are published on the Global Ministries’ web page, available for further study.  

 For the Caribbean Initiative alone, Global Ministries received almost $242,600 in donations from  donors between July 1, 2017–
January 31, 2019, compared to the 18-months prior to the initiative (January 1, 2016–June 30, 2017), we received almost  from 

 donors.
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GO ONLINE TO HTTPS://WWW.GLOBALMINISTRIES.ORG/CHILD_SPONSORSHIP TO LEARN MORE AND SIGN UP TO SPONSOR A CHILD OR ELDER.

SPECIAL REPORT: GLOBAL MINISTRIES CHILD AND ELDER 
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM
Contributed by Linda Lawrence, Child and Elder Sponsorship Program Manager, Global Ministries

The Global Ministries Child and Elder Sponsorship Program works with 
partner organizations that have long established connections with the 

collaboration with partners, gifts to the Child Sponsorship program provide 
food, basic health care, and clothing and in some cases housing, school 
fees, uniforms, books and tutoring. The children range from 2–18 years old.

In many countries an aged individual is not entitled to government assistance 

individual has worked for their government. The elders are individuals 
without enough income to sustain themselves or family support to care for 
them after age 60.  Global Ministries Elder Sponsorship centers assist elders 
who have no place to live and no family to care for them. The sponsorship of 
an elder helps to provide shelter, medicine, and meals, ultimately allowing 
them an opportunity to live out their lives in dignity and solace in an 
environment where they feel loved and cared for. 

overall, while the number of children and elders sponsored varies daily. As 
we continue to recover from the decline in individual sponsorships, we found 

congregations.

City, Philippines consistently maintain the number of sponsorship and monetary gifts. The sponsorship program has 16 participating partner 

in need. No dollars collected for the children and elders are used to support the sponsorship program operational cost.

TRENDS IN CHILD & ELDER SPONSORSHIP
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SPECIAL REPORT: PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE PILGRIMAGE PROGRAM
Contributed by Lorna B. Hernández, Director, People-to-People Pilgrimages

The People-to-People Pilgrimage Program organizes 
international mission pilgrimages for congregations, regions, 
conferences, and other related organizations of the Christian 

In 2018, the Program organized a total of 67 pilgrimages. Latin 
America and the Caribbean remains the most visited area 
with 82.1% of the pilgrimages in 2018 due to its affordability 
and proximity to the United States. 

The Program has seen a 36.7% increase in pilgrimages between 
2013 and 2018. A 10.0% increase in travel to the Caribbean 
between 2017 and 2018 could be attributed to the Caribbean 

next couple of years. In addition, 10.4% of 2018 scheduled 
pilgrimages were cancelled or rescheduled due to natural 

2018 PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE PILGRIMAGES  
(PERCENTAGE)

FIVE-YEAR COMPARISON

2013 2018 PERCENTAGE INCREASE

Total Latin America  
& Caribbean

40 55 37.5%

Total Pilgrimages  
Per Year

49 67 36.7%

82.1%

6.0%

4.5%

4.5%

3.0%

AFRICA

EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

SOUTHERN ASIA

LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN

MIDDLE EAST AND EUROPE
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SPECIAL REPORT: GLOBAL MINISTRIES: PEOPLE IN MISSION
Contributed by: Catherine Nichols, Executive for Mission Personnel, Global Ministries

of service around the world.

reconciliation and peace, Global Ministries works with 290 partners in 80 countries and in the context of those partnerships, appoints 
mission co-workers to serve in various capacities around the world.

Since 2004, responding in faith to the challenge of a rapidly changing world, Global Ministries has emphasized Critical Presence in all 
phases of its mission and especially in its determination of where to designate precious resources.  Critical Presence is understood as “to 

 pastoral ministries related to fear and hopelessness where people are desperate for meaning;

 dangerous or life-threatening situations related to social, economic, or political realities;

 partners living in countries wherein the Christian faith is a minority faith;

 interfaith relations;

 areas where Global Ministries can offer a distinctive presence.
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the board of Global Ministries voted to change the language used for 

  is sent when an international partner makes 

one year or more. 

 

Global Ministries only provides a small stipend which allows for a very 
simple lifestyle.

  program invites young adults who have 
recently graduated from a four year college to a fully funded one to 
three year international mission service opportunity. This program is 
only open to young adults, 21-30, who are members of the Christian 

  serve with a partner organization around the world, funded 

Christ).

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SERVING AS A MISSION CO-WORKER OF ANY TYPE, PLEASE SEND AN EMAIL TO  

CATHERINE NICHOLS (CNICHOLS@DOM.DISCIPLES.ORG), EXECUTIVE FOR MISSION PERSONNEL. 

PEOPLE IN MISSION: SERVICE TYPES  
(PERCENTAGE)

MISSION CO-WORKER

GLOBAL SERVICE CO-WORKER

GLOBAL MISSION INTERN

ASSOCIATES

30.6%

7.1%

43.5%

18.8%
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SPECIAL REPORT: DATA HIGHLIGHTS ON THE UCC COUNCIL 
FOR HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICE MINISTRIES (CHHSM)
Contributed by The UCC Council for Health and Human Services

is an association of 71 corporate members, nearly 60,000 employees 
and more than 400 member ministries—each founded by a UCC 
congregation, member or minister—and recognized by one of the 

Services to Children, Youth and Families, Charitable Grant-Making 

the impact of their services, which are shared in the UCC Yearbook 

www.chhsm.org.

youth; 8,383 families; 24,940 older adults; 3,911 veterans; and 
provided community-based ambulatory health care to over 5 
million people

housing units; 9,158 independent living units; and 3,237 
assisted living units

 Operated facilities with 12,600 beds providing acute, skilled 
nursing, and memory care

 Cared for 67,800 children in residential and non-residential 
programs

CHHSM SERVICE CATEGORIES BY  

FACILITIES/PROGRAMS

PRIMARY AND ACUTE HEALTH CARE SERVICES

SERVICES TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

SERVICES TO OLDER ADULTS

TRANSITIONAL AND SHELTER CARE HOUSING

CHARITABLE GRANT-MAKING FOUNDATIONS

AFORDABLE HOUSING

SERVICES TO CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES

314

83

1916

2
16
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CHHSM TEN-YEAR FINANCIAL TRENDS

CATEGORY 2008 2018 +/- CHANGE

Expended for Operations $5.2 billion $6.2 billion $1 billion

Charitable Contributions Received $55 million $51 million - $4 million

Uncompensated and Charity Care $149 million $877 million $728 million

Capital Assets with Replacement Values $3.8 billion $8.9 billion $5.1 billion

 Provided residential and non-residential services to over 
1,200 people with developmental disabilities

 Provided 347,891 hours of volunteer service

 Provided $877 million for uncompensated and charity care

 Received $51 million in charitable contributions

 Expended $6.2 billion for operations with revenues of $6.7 
billion

 Maintained capital assets with a replacement value of $8.9 
billion

 Employed 59,987 people

FINANCIAL TRENDS
Keeping in trend with previous decadal data reported in the 
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SPECIAL REPORT: INSURANCE BOARD’S FINDINGS—
CHURCH VULNERABILITY
Contributed by: Insurance Board

include an onsite visit, consultation and follow-up. Activities include evaluating the church’s current loss control procedures and activities, 
evaluating building protection, identifying and analyzing potential loss exposures, evaluating preventive and corrective maintenance 
procedures, and performing a property valuation. Since the start of 2018, ACS has completed 92 surveys on Insurance Board UCC churches. 

46% received property valuations that were more than the 
amount listed on their policies. 29% had property values 15% 
greater than insured amount, and 22% had prop-erty values 25% 
greater than insured amount. Variances in values are common 

their policies will not cover the replacement of their buildings if 
they face a total loss.

dling of cash collections, purchasing, electronic fund trans-fers, 
credit card use, and banking procedures. The proce-dures will 
assure the integrity of church assets and protect individuals who 

28% of the churches surveyed had yet to establish a formal child 

for child abuse prevention are needed which include elements 
of screening and selection, adult-child interaction guidelines, 
monitoring procedures, security, training and reporting of 

comprehensive program is prevention of abuse of children or 
other vulnerable adults.

need to utilize formal lease or use agreements with all non-

to maintain and secure premises and to provide appropriate 

harmless, defend and indemnify the church for claims arising 

responsibilities to provide liability, property and workers’ 
compensation insurance.
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SURVEY CONDUCTED IN MAY 2019 WITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST CONGREGATIONS WITH A +/- 5% CONFIDENCE INTERVAL (N=356)

with children receive a background check and best practice is 
to run a check on all individuals that will work with the church.

16% did not provide abuse training. The second component 
of an abuse prevention plan is the documented training 

behav-ior and how to recognize that a child is in distress. 

volunteers that work with children. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS

church’s assets (both building and contents) are insured for full value. If possible, and if you have the resources available, it is best to 
update the valuation of your church once you have been in the program for an extended period.



2019 | UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST STATISTICAL PROFILE

44 | 

SPECIAL REPORT: THE CHURCH BUILDING
Contributed by the United Church of Christ Cornerstone Fund

BUILDING OWNERSHIP

or without mortgage). And of those who own real estate, churches own between, on average, one to two buildings (1.60). 

BUILDING AGE
Surveyed congregations report an average building age of 97 years, with buildings ranging from newly-constructed buildings that are less 

founding, they have occupied, on average, two to three (2.42) different places of worship.

BUILDING RENOVATIONS & PROJECTS

centers and places of worship.

SURVEY CONDUCTED IN MAY 2019 WITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST CONGREGATIONS WITH A +/- 5% CONFIDENCE INTERVAL (N=356)



APPENDIX:
SUMMARY OF UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ORDAINED MINISTERS BY CLASSIFICATION (2009–2018)

* Pastors includes Senior Pastors. 
**Other Pastors includes Associate/Assistant Pastors, Youth Ministers, Directors of Christian Education/Faith Formation, Ministers of Music,  
 and Other Local Church Positions. 
***Other Professions includes health and welfare workers in UCC institutions and pastoral counselors. 

CLASSIFICATION 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Pastors 3,264 3,167 3,064 3,049 3,017 2,975 2,903 2,799 2,711 2,609

Other Pastors
(AP, CE, MM, OL, Y)

427 405 416 445 453 468 448 425 426  432

Pastor Emeriti 191 182 153 194 128 199 199 196 187 177

Retired 3,496 3,586 3,650 3,602 3,673 3,669 3,751 3833 3,899 3,943

Denominational Work 158 188 147 148 137 138 140 133 136 133

Ecumenical Work 42 46 43 40 40 37 35 35 37 37

Missionaries/Chaplains/ 
Campus Ministers

670 684 714 714 720 755 798 776 791 817

Educational Work 169 157 148 148 150 145 138 131 136 126

Other Religious Work 75 80 76 71 79 78 78 81 79 79

Other Professions*** 292 278 285 265 250 238 223 214 216 208

Serving Churches of  
Another Denomination

193 192 188 199 198 192 189 203 188 187

All Others**** 1,214 1,209 1,212 1,183 1,170 1,119 1,070 1,071 1,070 1,114

MINISTERS IN  
FULL STANDING

10,191 10,174 10,096 10,058 10,015 10,013 9,972 9,897 9,876 9,862
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