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Time moves quickly. It seems like just yesterday I held a newborn in my arms 
for the first time and wondered about all the possibilities before him. In reality, 
a little over four years has passed and I am now at the stage of preparing both 
him and me for the transition to formal education. There is a small private 
school I have in mind, but this will also pose some challenges as the school is a 
predominantly white, upper-class private school for boys. I sat across from the 
admissions representative and asked her very straightforwardly about the school’s 
curriculum when it comes to diversity, representation, and race. I needed to know 
that history would be taught accurately and that my son would hear about people 
who look like him more than in the month of February. While I was satisfied with 
the answers for this particular school, there are undoubtedly too many parents 
who are frustrated by attempts to censure voices from the margins or attempts to 
erase truth.

I am far from an expert on critical race theory (CRT) and defer to my colleagues 
who have multiple degrees in the area. Essentially, CRT affirms that America—
both society and its institutions— have been built on systems of racism that have 
allowed white supremacy to flourish unchecked. This keeps minorities in a state 
of oppression no matter how hard they work. Racism is a part of everyday life for 
many individuals, whether it is talked about or not.

Naturally, this idea can make people uncomfortable and want to shy away from 
the difficult conversations that it might lead to. White suburban moms have 
stormed school board meetings and demanded that their children be protected 
from CRT and any teaching that highlights the fact that certain groups enjoy 
privileges at the expense of another people. The claim is that many BIPOC voices 
and concepts of race are unfair because children are not ready for such heavy 
topics. What these individuals fail to realize is that black and brown children are 
never too young to experience the effects of racism firsthand.

There is a disconnect between my faith and what our young people are being 
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taught about history and/or themselves. My faith and what I tell young people 
centers around the belief that God desires for all of us to live a full and abundant 
life. If we can’t even talk about the simple truths that have been created as a 
byproduct of racism, there will continue to be children who fail to experience 
all that life and God have to offer. There are no easy answers or ways to undo 
four hundred years of racism, neglect, and harm, but we also cannot pretend it 
never happened or just hope our children will remain innocent and unaware of 
differences.

My invitation to all of us, regardless of whether you have children or not, is to 
consistently advocate for our children. We are handing over a world to this 
generation without giving them the tools to thrive. And I know my four-year-old 
son and his best friend who looks nothing like him, and every child that God has 
entrusted to us communally, are worth doing the hard work to dismantle racism 
one truth at a time.
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